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Administrative Instruction No. 08/2023 “On the Procedure of Registration of Trademarks” 

 

Administrative Instruction No. 08/2023 “On the 

Procedure of Registration of Trademarks” 

(hereinafter the “AI”), has been issued by the 

Ministry of Industry, Entrepreneurship and Trade 

for the implementation of the Law No. 04/L-075 

dated 2022 “On Trademarks” (hereinafter the 

“Basic Law”). 

The AI was published in the Official Gazette of the 

Republic of Kosovo on 07.08.2023 and entered 

into force 7 (seven) days after its publication.  

The introduction of this AI became imperative due 

to the Basic Law’s commencement last year. The 

newly adopted AI repeals the preceding 

Administrative Instruction No. 14/2016 “On the 

Registration of Trademarks”.  

The AI provides clarity on various procedures and 

introduces new elements particularly concerning 

application content, application filing 

requirements, electronic application, and the 

grounds on which the Kosovo Industrial Property 

Agency (KIPA) retains the authority to decline a 

registration. KIPA can now refuse trademarks 

applied in bad faith or those known as well-known 

trademarks or with international reputation and 

registered internationally. 

Therefore, the newly adopted AI has addressed 

the most important changes deriving from the 

Basic Law on Trademarks, inter alia, the following: 

- Absolute and relative grounds for 

trademark rejection. 

- Protection against infringement of 

rights of the trademark owner. 

- Exhaustion of rights acquired by 

trademark protection. 

In addition to attaching the list of goods and 

services along with and the evidence of fee which 

are obligatory prerequisites for each application, 

AI also provides an extended list of documents 

that must be attached to the application 

depending on the type of trademark for which the 

applicant is seeking protection. 

Whereas a Power of Attorney is mandatory only 

for foreign applicants or those engaging 

authorized trademark attorneys, certain aspects 

such as providing a sign's description or 

translating it into Kosovo's official languages are 

not obligatory. 

In accordance with the Basic Law, AI provides 

further completion of the examination procedure 

on absolute grounds which is permissible both 

before and after the trademark registration, 

according to the Law on General Administrative 

Procedure. 

Other new features introduced in the AI, as 

indicated above, is the refusal of application on 

grounds of bad faith filing or well-known 

international trademarks not registered in 

Kosovo. Moreover, a small issue to be noted, 

there is an obligation of parties to inform KIPA 

within 30 (thirty) days if a lawsuit is deposited 

with the competent Court against decision of the 

Complaint Committee of the Ministry in the 

opposition procedure, otherwise KIPA will 

consider the Complaint Committee’s decision as 

final. 

Finally, the newly adopted AI is a welcome 

development. It is anticipated to streamline the 

process for applicants seeking to navigate 

procedures with KIPA.  Furthermore, it is expected 

to facilitate the ability of Authorized 

Representatives to efficiently fulfill their 

obligations towards their clients. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 2023 

IFLR1000 2023: Ranked Tier 1 in Financial and Corporate  

Chambers Global 2023: Ranked Band 1 in Corporate/Commercial 

Chambers Europe 2023: Ranked Band 1 in 3 practice areas 

The Legal 500 2023: Ranked Tier 1  

ITR Tax Review 2023 – Top Ranked  

Benchmark Litigation Europe 2022: Top Ranked in Dispute Resolution 

WTR1000 2023: Top Ranked in Trademarks 
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If you wish to know more on issues highlighted in this edition, you may approach your usual contact at our firm or the 
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40/3 Ibrahim Rugova Str. 
1019 Tirana 
Albania       
Tel     +355 4 225 1050 
Fax    +355 4 225 1055 
www.bogalaw.com  
www.bogalawip.com     
   
Pristina Office 
50/3 Sylejman Vokshi Str.  
10000 Pristina 
Kosovo 
Tel     +383 38 223 152 
Fax    +383 38 223 153 
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The Newsletter is an electronic publication edited and provided by Boga & Associates to its clients and business partners. The 

information contained in this publication is of a general nature and is not intended to address the circumstances of any 

particular individual or entity. The Newsletter is not intended to be and should not be construed as providing legal advice. 

Therefore, no one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination of 

the particular situation. Although we endeavor to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that 

such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be accurate in the future. You can also 

consult the Newsletter on the section “Library” of our website. 

© 2023 Boga & Associates. All rights reserved.  

This publication is copyrighted and is protected to the full extent of the law. Nevertheless, you are free to copy and redist ribute 

it on the condition that full attribution is made to Boga & Associates. If you have not received this publication directly from 

us, you may obtain a copy of any past or future related publications from our marketing department 

(marketing@bogalaw.com) or consult them in our website (www.bogalaw.com). To unsubscribe from future publications of 

Newsletter, please send “Unsubscribe” by replying to our email accompanying this edition.  

 

 

Boga & Associates, established in 1993, has emerged as one of the premier law firms in Albania and Kosovo, earning a 

reputation for providing the highest quality of legal, tax and accounting services to its clients.  From the year 2000 until May 

2007, the firm was a member firm of KPMG International and the Senior Partner/Managing Partner, Mr. Genc Boga, was also 

the Senior Partner/Managing Partner of KPMG Albania. 

The firm’s particularity is linked to the multidisciplinary services it provides to its clients, through an uncompromising 

commitment to excellence.  Apart from the widely consolidated legal practice, the firm offers the highest standards of 

expertise in tax and accounting services, with keen sensitivity to the rapid changes in the Albanian and Kosovo business 

environment. The firm delivers services to leading clients in major industries, banks and f inancial institutions, as well as to 

companies engaged in insurance, construction, energy and utilities, entertainment and media, mining, oil and gas, 

professional services, real estate, technology, telecommunications, tourism, transport, infrastructure and consumer goods.  
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